INTRODUCTION

BY THE RIGHT HON. F. E. SMITH

THE problem  of industrial unrest occupies more and
more in every succeeding decade the attention of the
people of this country.    The troubles of 1911, 1912, and
1913, are now seen to have been no isolated outbreak, but
a particularly violent explosion of forces, which may at
any moment discharge themselves again.   This fact is
brought home to us "every month by sectional strikes
which show a tendency to spread, or by the threats of
general strikes to be embarked upon in the summer or
autumn.   The community as a whole has to make up its
mind on the problem, a thing best done in quiet times,
and to determine the spirit in which it will approach the
difficulty, and decide on the remedies by which the evil
may be exorcised or cured.    The case is not a simple
one, and no single panacea is sufficient to meet every
industrial trouble.    The Report of the Unionist Social
Reform Committee can be commended precisely on this
ground.    It recognizes the variety of conditions and the
multiplicity of details and endeavours to fit its scheme to
meet the cases instead of forcing the cases into a bed of
Procrustes in order to meet a pre-ordained theory.    In
this course of procedure it is following the precedents oi
previous reports on Poor Law, Education, and Housing.
The duty of Conservatism has been and always is to
produce practical  solutions which can be carried into
effect to-morrow, and not ideal conceptions which have
no relation to political or industrial reality.   The report
therefore is  eminently  practical,  as the names of its
authors and backers would   alone   prove.    Mr.  Hills,